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Mr. O’Manoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 1558] 


The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 1558) to authorize the sale of certain public 
land in Alaska to Victory Bible Camp Ground, Inc., having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and with 
the recommendation that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to issue a patent to the Victory Bible Camp Ground, Inc., for 40 acres 
of public lands for use as a recreational camp for young people. 

The bill provides that the tract shall be sold for its reasonable ap- 
praised price, but not less than $10 an acre, and reserves the mineral 
deposits to the United States. 

‘urther detailed information with reference to the bill is contained 
in the favorable report of the Department of the Interior, which report 
is hereinbelow set forth in full and made a part of this report. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., October 15, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 


Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: This is in reply to the request of your committee for 
a report on H. R. 1558, a bill to authorize the sale of certain public land in Alaska 
to Victory Bible Camp Ground, Ine. 

I have no obligation to the enaetment of this bill. 

H. R. 1558 would direct the Seeretary of the Interior to issue a patent to the 
Victory Bible ap Ground, Ine., for the NWY4SW* sec. 23, T. 20 N., R., 8 E., 
Seward meridian, Alaska, containing 40 acres for use as a recreational camp for 
young people. 

The bill provides that the tract shall be sold for its reasonable appraised price 
and reserves the mineral deposits to the United States. The conveyance may not 
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include any land covered by a valid existing right initiated under the public-land 
laws or found by the Secretary of the Interior to be needed for public purpoces. 

Our information indicates that the Victory Bible Camp Ground, Inc., is a 
nonprofit corporation of an interdenominational nature. A similar bill, H. R. 173, 
Eightieth Congress, to convey to the corporation the fractional SW4SW%, 
sec. 23, T. 20 N., R. 8 E., Seward meridian, Alaska, when surveyed by extension 
of the rectangular surveys, was enacted on May 15, 1947 (61 Stat. 90). The 
corporation has not paid for this 40-acre tract and it has not yet been conveyed 
to the corporation. The surveys were recently completed, and it is my under- 
standing that the tract which was actually desired by the corporation appears 
actually to be the NWY%4SW, sec. 23, covered by H. R. 1558. I understand, 
also, that the land is desired by the corporation in order to provide recreational 
facilities for young people in the vicinity of Index Lake, Alaska. The land is in 
a somewhat remote and mountainous area. The use of either or both 40-acre 
tracts of land for the purposes proposed by the corporation would constitute a 
high level of utilization of the lands and benefit the people of Alaska. Special 
legislation is needed because there is no general legislation under which the corpo- 
ration May acquire title to this tract for its intended use. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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